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tion for relatives, ideas of suspicion, defiance, persecution, 
and hypochondriasis. The severe symptoms may be those 
of acute melancholia, insanity with delirium, hallucinations, 
and illusions of hearing, loss of consciousness, c c. 

The treatment of these symptoms is self-evident. Insuf¬ 
flations of air into the Eustachian tube. G. W. J. 

THERAPEUTICS OF THE NERVOUS SYSTEM. 
Treatment of Disease nv Nerve-Pressure. 

Dr. Anders Wide (Nordiskt Medicinskt Arkiv., Nov. 
10, 1887,) reports three cases treated by nerve-pressure, a 
method originated by Ling. The first, a woman twenty 
years old, suffered from tremblings of the promotor and 
supinator muscles of the arm, causing oscillations in the 
arm and hand at the rate of two hundred a minute. Pressure 
was made upon the radial and median nerves about the 
middle of the humerus, first with the fingers, then with a 
tourniquet, in the beginning from two to four hours, then 
eight to ten later. After eleven days of treatment, during 
which the tourniquet was applied seven times, the trem¬ 
blings ceased. This was a case in which electricity and 
other remedial measures had proved of no avail. A spasm 
of the spinal accessory of the right side, drawing the head 
backward and to the left with such force that the patient 
was often obliged to hold it with both hands to prevent 
suffocation, was greatly relieved by nerve-pressure. Strong 
and continued pressure with the fingers was made on the 
nerve at its entry into the trapezius muscle. Afterwards a 
strap in the form of a figure of eight bandage round the 
shoulders to exercise a sustained pressure upon the nerve. 
This insured freedom of breathing. The third case—paresis 
and atrophy of the right forearm in a girl of eleven—was 
rapidly benefited by pressure upon the radial nerve. Elec¬ 
tricity, massage, and medical gymnastics had been tried in 
vain. The power of contraction returned to the affected 
muscles, and the nutrition of the arm gradually improved. 
The author claims to have brought about some beneficial 
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change in locomotor ataxia by this method. Pressure may be 
applied to most of the nerves of the head, trunk, and extremi¬ 
ties, and also to the sympathetic. Affections of the stomach 
have been relieved by pressure applied to the cceliac plexus. 
—London Medical Recorder, Feb. 20, 1888. L. F. B. 

One View of Neuralgia. 

Many conditions are classed under the head of neuralgia. 
There is the pure form without apparent and definite cause 
during life and with no discoverable lesion after death. 
The reflex form may be, and frequently is, due to dental 
caries and other remote causes, the removal of which gives 
speedy relief to the symptoms. Another form is due to 
actual inflammation of the nerve—a true neuritis and not 
neuralgia at all; others due to poisons circulating in the 
blood, as lead, syphilis, gout, and malaria ; and some to 
pressure upon the trunk of the affected nerve or to some 
irritation still higher in its course. The treatment of neural¬ 
gia may be considered as : 1, external; 2, external remote ; 
3, internal. 

1. Of the local methods of treatment, such operations 
as incision and division of the nerve explain themselves. 
Stretching the nerve and acupuncture seem to aid in the 
same way, probably by causing a solution of continuity in 
the sheath, and thus relieving tension and diminishing the 
swelling of the nerve. Callender considers it probable 
that “stretching is of use by numbing the nerve for a short 
time.” If this be really true, the natural explanation would 
be that the sensory irritation resulting from the hypenemia 
would for a time cease, and on its cessation the reflex dila¬ 
tation of the blood vessels would also be brought to an end. 
Electricity, again, in common with belladonna and heat or 
locally applied, would contract blood vessels. Belladonna, 
volatile oils, and their stearoptenes (solid crystalline com¬ 
pounds separable from volatile oils by cold), such as thymol 
and menthol, also chloroform, not only contract the blood 
vessels, but also diminish the sensibility of the part, while 
aconite locally applied acts purely as an anodyne. 



